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months in the year. This idea sounds attractive but it is impracticable. If we try to put it into effect the canning industries would be destroyed along with many other useful industries which operate for only a part of the year. It is, however, perfectly practicable to combine seasonal industries and industries having considerable irregularity in employment so as to make employment much more stable than at present. But even when employment is stabilized as far as possible, there will still exist recurrent unemployment.
Unemployment Insurance
How much unemployment there is to-day, nobody can say. What may be called "the irreducible minimum" of unemployment can not even be guessed at. No complete and accurate survey of the amount and significance of unemployment in this country has ever been made, and no funds have ever been appropriated by Congress to enable such a study to be undertaken although the importance of current information on this subject can scarcely be overemphasized. We shall never know the extent of unemployment until we have unemployment insurance. Heretofore I have opposed unemployment insurance on the ground that we have no adequate machinery to carry such insurance into effect. It seemed to me necessary that a very complete system of employment offices should be established before we ventured to enact unemployment insurance legislation. I have been driven to the conclusion, however, that unemployment insurance is absolutely necessary if for no other purpose than to secure a complete registration of all unemployed persons throughout the country. When we think of the disastrous consequences to the worker and to society resulting from unemployment, the millions of dollars necessary to carry into effect an unemployment insurance law seem a small price to pay for the information requisite for us to deal with this great evil.
The Department of .Labor Statistics in Great Britain knows each week the number of unemployed in each industry throughout Great Britain and Ireland. This information is invaluable to the British Government in dealing with the tremendous problems of reconstruction and the reemployment of demobilized soldiers, sailors, and civilians. Had we been as deeply engaged in the war as Great Britain, our country to-day wouM be overwhelmed with disaster because of OUT inability to direct our industrial energies so as to absorb tihe enormous masses of